S S CoOp 37@@@ u@@?@@

Approved For Re

Al That's Missing ¥s Air of Excitement

25X1

lease 2006/12/19 : CIA-RDP88-01314R000300600072-8

WASHINCTON POST

22 AUG 1973

! By h.oberl. (.x I\axsex'
Washington Post ¥Yorelgn Servics
industry In the Soviet Union,
-MOSCOW, Aug. 21—The
ncwspaper business is a hig
and like cvery Soviet indus-
try it works according to

p}an.

« Fvery three months edl-
fors plan. their coverage for
the next quarter, which is

- written out in a three-month

plan. They meet monthly
t6 map out the coming
month; weckly to consider
what’s needed during the
following scven days; and
every day to plan the paper
that will appear two days
hence,

~ This is the orderly, busi-
ndsslike, Soviet way of do-
ihg things. It is also the
sort of luxwry editors can
dtford when the newspapers
they put out contain little
Hinws (an essentially unplan-
ndble comnodity) and a lot
of  feature articles, prop-
aganda and exhortations to

workers.

- Three-month  plans  and
newspapers  Without much
news arve indications that

Soviet journalism is dilier-
ent from western journal-
i'\m Bul there are similari-
t rs Loo.

- The mechanics of a Soviet
newspaper are  fianiliar to
a Western journatist, They
nwvolve  competition lor
space  among writers  and
edditors,  arcumonis  wiiin
e stalf about how boest 1o
Bandle a story, and a thou-
sond judaments cach  day
Zhout what to print, how
Lo display certtin . slories,
viiom 1o send {o the New
Yovrk  buveaw, wnd  mnceh
e,
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v pesUess dave ot g A
cvening paper. and at the
4 o'clock wectin g the edt-
tarial hoard makes ws final

decisions about the next
evening’s issue,

The managing editor of
the paper, known in Rus-
sian as the “responsible
secretary,” announces his
decisions about how he has
allocated the available
space to various depart-
ments. All Soviet papers
are organized around de-
partments with names like
Party Life, Propaganda and
Agitation, Industry, Forelgn
News and S0 on.

Somctlmes, says lzvestia’s
deputy chief editor, Nikolai
Polyvanov, the allocation of
space is a painless process;’
sometimes it hag “a certain
emotional undertone.” The
job of the chief editor is
to be “the sensible doctor
who puts ice oun the hot-
test heads,” Polyanov ex-
plained in an interview.

Arouments within the
stalf are not fHreely discuss-
ed with outsiders. but it

sis apparent that they usu-
ally concern  tactics, mnot
hasic questions.

“Tolitieal arguments
impossible,” the managing
cditor of Pravda obscrved.
“We all belong to the same
party, we see things the
same way.”

Nevertheless,
oceur, Ior example, there
were  disputes  last year
when the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party,
cfteciively the ruling body
in thia courry, - intormed
the major newspapers that
the line should change in
theiv coverage of the United
Stutes,

The Uentral Commifled’s
precive  decision (i there
wias one) is not known, but

rently ity mress amd
propazanda departineniy is-
sied zenernl instructions to
end  sirident anti-American
prop iz, and Lo punlish
more 'm-' riet about \w‘(‘,x-
cans as peian beinds, This
i <hortly l}L'fOl‘(}
i Nixon  cnnie {6
ovwhiel also Lorpen.
SHEPY LioneiL o aen

[ G S LI TR

are

arguments

Ty r

[ERIRRIETAN
Writers Frastrated

More than one seniar came
mentator was livstrated hy

this commdcme. One com-
plained to on American
colleague that he couldn’t
write what te wanted to
about the latest turn in
American policy in Vict-
nam. : .

Soviet correspondents in
the United States and jour-
nalists who often write
about America from here
must feel a similar frustra-
tion with the high-level
decision to virtually ignore
the Watergate affair.
Though Soviet journalists
are scrvants of the govern-
ment and first of all propa-
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sandists, many of them ave
also serious reporters who
would bate to miss out on
ane  of the biggest news
stories of modern iimes.

An ouisider caunpt  say
whether Soviet  journalists
are undamentally frustrat-
ed with a system which sub-
jeets their work to censor-
ship as  well as  political
cuidanee.  Tormer  Soviet
journzlisis who defeeled or
cmicratad to the West have
said that demovalization i
widespread, but their test-
many may be tainted

Some  Sovied
wrie thig:
novee sees,
g eustradion
ents o5 e HeWs My
Feows) For gpataned, .d TR
Moo than e eaer Cisteib
el an the e .
al s oaenial L probahiy
ends up in Tass' seeret, and
roputediy guite  ohjecelive,
sorvices [or sehior ofticials,
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s that the public
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TaS‘l,
Tass and others.

A Tass man in Washing-
ton once assured an Ameri-
can colleague that he was
a real correspondent “just
like you,” something the
American would understand
if the Tass man could show

him everything he was
sending home,

Formal censorship may
be less bothersome than -
political guidance. Repre-

sentatives of Glavlit, the state
censorship agency, have a
room in every newspaper
office. They read every
story to be sure that none
contains any reference to
the items that appear on a
long list of forbidden topics
which is the censor’s Bible:
All journalists know what’s
on Lthe list, and ihev are
presumably used to if.

A correspondent for one
of the major popers must
overcome stiff competition
to get his work into print.
Pravda, for example, has 45
foreign correspondents and
60 more at home, plus
dozens of part-time report-
ers and all the copy produc-
ed by Tuss’ huge network
of journalists. All of them
are competing for space in
a six-page newspaper, half
or nmwre of which may be
filled with articles by party
officials, foreizny Com-
nnnists,  dovernment nvin-
isters and other amaleur
journalisis,

The competition s
rious because a iournalist’s
pav denends on havwy wuch
aof Lis wark appears iy (he
vaner. .\ soiall dispatch of
200 words in Pravda s werth
10 rubles: a big feature story
1300 words Inng earns 7000
rubles. An averace ¢iveyi-
cnced Journalist on Provda,
accarding o Seroet sula-
the amanacine  editor,
S00R500 rubles 2ommanth
dollirs ai the

exely

se-

SOV

. avev gl
Cwriong o mnn can inake
muclt more, U is 2ooed
pay by Soviel standards.
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